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TASER USE —KEVIN SPRATT INCIDENT — APOLOGY 

702. Mr J.R. QUIGLEY to the Minister for Police 

I refer to the tasering of Mr Kevin Spratt at the Perth police watch-house on 30 August 2008, which the minister 
has described as horrific, the Premier as indefensible and the Attorney General as outrageous, and for which 
mistreatment the Commissioner of Police unreservedly apologised in a letter to Mr Spratt dated 28 October 
2010. 

(1) Will the Minister for Police also unreservedly apologise to Mr Spratt for his mistreatment in the 
lockup? 

(2) Noting that by now any competent minister would have been extensively briefed on this case, on what 
basis was Mr Spratt charged with two counts of assaulting the police and two counts of obstructing the 
police during this incident in which he was assaulted by police at the Perth watch-house?  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

(1)–(2) The member for Mindarie knows that the situation with Mr Spratt and the police officers who tasered 
him at the Perth watch-house not only is being reviewed by the Corruption and Crime Commission but 
also has been referred to the Director of Public Prosecutions to see whether those people should be 
prosecuted in the courts. I in no way want to interfere with or in any way jeopardise a fair trial — 

Mr J.R. Quigley: Will you apologise to Mr Spratt as the Commissioner of Police has done?  

Mr E.S. Ripper: Are you saying you won’t apologise?  

The SPEAKER: Order!  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Members opposite just cannot help themselves. I am glad that the children have gone from 
the public gallery, because I was going to say to them, “These are the naughty boys and girls over on the other 
side of the chamber because of their behaviour”.  

Mr J.R. Quigley: Will you do as the Commissioner of Police has done and apologise to Mr Spratt?  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: If the member wants an answer, he will have to wait a moment. He should stop getting so 
het-up. I know he has a problem with getting excited about things. He is displaying that today. I do not intend to 
answer a question that could in any way interfere with or jeopardise the fair trial of those two police officers, 
should the DPP decide to prosecute. 

Mr J.R. Quigley: There is no trial. There is no charge.  

Mr E.S. Ripper: It is not about them, it is about an apology to him. Why was he charged?  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I think if anybody needs to apologise, it is that lot over there. This happened when they 
were in government. It happened when the member for Balcatta was the Minister for Police and Emergency 
Services, yet they want me to apologise for their mismanagement in government. 

Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Order! Take a seat, minister.  

Mr M.P. Whitely interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, member for Bassendean! The member for Mindarie has asked a question and I expect 
the minister to answer it. Thank you, minister. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Thank you, Mr Speaker. I am trying to answer it but I seem to have this effect on 
members opposite. As far as Mr Spratt is concerned, I am not going to answer any questions that could in any 
way jeopardise a fair trial, unlike the member for Mindarie, who has referred to torture and all sorts of other 
things, which I think would probably prejudice the decision of the DPP about bringing a charge. The DPP may 
well decide to not bring a charge because the DPP may well believe—I do not know; I am only assuming this—
that he would not receive a fair trial because of comments that have been made.  

Mr M.P. Whitely interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Take a seat, minister. I formally call the member for Bassendean to order for the first time 
today.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: As I have already said, I will not make a comment, unlike the member for Mindarie, who 
may well have prejudiced any chance of the DPP — 

Mr M.P. Whitely: You are the one who tried to prejudice the public’s view by smearing his name.  
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The SPEAKER: Take a seat, Minister for Police. Member for Bassendean, I will give you the opportunity to ask 
questions in this place if you want to stand and ask them. I formally call you to order for the second time today. 
Minister. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The member has accused me of smearing Mr Spratt’s name. It is a matter of fact that Mr 
Spratt has a long criminal history, particularly of violent attacks against the police. What we are talking about 
today, and the substance of the question — 

Mr J.R. Quigley: The commissioner has apologised unreservedly. Will the minister?  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I think the member for Mindarie should apologise. He has been forced to apologise in this 
house many times because of his irrational and terrible comments.  

Mr E.S. Ripper: Why can the commissioner apologise but you can’t? Have some grace. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I think the Leader of the Opposition should apologise. He was the Deputy Premier at the 
time.  

Mr J.R. Quigley: The Commissioner of Police unreservedly apologised on behalf of the Western Australian 
police force. Will you?  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I have no intention of apologising. The former government, the former Deputy Premier, 
the former Minister for Police and Emergency Services and particularly the member for Mindarie should be 
apologising — 

Mr J.R. Quigley: The commissioner has apologised unreservedly. Why won’t you? 

The SPEAKER: Member for Mindarie, I will give you the opportunity to ask a supplementary question, but I 
am not going to accept you continually yelling out in this place. I formally call you to order for the first time 
today. Minister for Police. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I think I have virtually answered the question. I once again reiterate that this case is being 
looked at by the DPP and I do not want to in any way jeopardise the thoughts or processes of the DPP in 
deciding whether to prosecute. The question was about the police officers and their tasering of Mr Spratt at the 
watch-house; it was not about Mr Spratt. I am not going to in any way interfere with or to try to influence the 
DPP’s decision about whether it should — 

Ms J.M. Freeman interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: For goodness sake!  

The SPEAKER: Order, member for Nollamara! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I am not going to influence the DPP’s decision about whether the DPP should carry out 
proceedings against those police officers.  
 


